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INS AGENT ARRESTED FOR CONVERTING
SEIZED MONEY TO HIS OWN USE

PHOENIX, ARIZONA -- The United States Attorney’s Office for the District of Arizona,

announced today that a federal grand jury at Phoenix, Arizona, returned an indictment against SALVADOR

OLIVAS, 34, DOB 8/25/67, of Avondale, Arizona. 

The federal indictment charges OLIVAS, a Special Agent with the Immigration and Naturalization

Service (INS), with violating Title 18 of the United States Code, Section 654, by converting to his own use,

over $6,000 in cash, seized in the course of Special Agent Olivas’ employment,  from a criminal suspect.

The investigation was prompted by information provided by the INS.  OLIVAS was arrested on these

charges on March 28, 2002, and has been released on conditions pending trial. 

A conviction for an employee of the United States converting to his own use the cash of another

carries a maximum penalty of ten years in prison, a $ 250,000 fine, or both.

An indictment is simply the method by which a person is charged with criminal activity and raises

no inference of guilt.  An individual is presumed innocent until competent evidence is presented to a jury

that establishes guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.

The investigation preceding the indictment was conducted by the Department of Justice Office

of the Inspector General and Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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The prosecution is being handled by Michael Morrissey, Assistant United States Attorney, District

of Arizona, Phoenix, Arizona.

CASE NUMBER: CR-02-271-PHX.
RELEASE NUMBER: 2002-074
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